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A 
8ER M ON, 


PREACHED AT WRENTHAM, OCT. 1oth, 1798. 


BEFORE THE: 


GRAND LODGE 


OF FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS 


FOR THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS, 


ON OCCASION OF THE 


CONSECRATION 
OF 


- MONTGOMERY LODGE 
(OF FRANKLIN.) 


By the Rev. Brother T. M. Harris, 


Min1sTzR or DorcnEsTER, 
AND ChArLAIN To THE GRAND Lope. 


— .ꝗäöò5ͤ 


— 


| Parnrtd AT WRENTHAM, 
| 5 By NATHANIEL HEATON, Jus. 


u, occ, xcix. 


2323 —— —_—_—_ 


— = 


AT "& 


Mex rIN of Montgomery Lodge 


of Free and Accepted Ma- 
ſons at Franklin, 23d October, 


A. L. 5798. 


VOTED UNANIMOUSLY, 


Thar the Right Worſhipful 
8 P 
James Mann, Maſter; brother 


Phillip Draper, and brother Sa- 
muel Druce, be a Committee 
to wait upon the Rev. brother 
Thaddeus M. Harris with the 
thanks of Montgomery Lodge, 
for his ingenious and Maſonic 
Sermon, delivered by him, on 


the 1oth of October, at the pub- 


lic Conſecration of this Lodge, 


and 


(6) 


and Inſtallation of its Officers, 
and requeſt a copy of it for the 
preſs, and if granted to ſee the 
work executed. 
COPIED FROM THE RECORDS. 
JohN GUILD, Sec. 


FRANKLIN, 
Ocr. 23d 1798. 


THE Reply. 


GENTLEMEN, 


Tux Flattering requeſt of the, 
brethren of Montgomery Lodge 
for a copy of my diſcourſe was 
communicated to me by Doct. 
Draper, I have conſented and 
here incloſe it, and regret that 
it is not more deſerving of the 
compliments paid it on the oc- 
caſion, and ſince by the vote of 
your e 


With thanks for your kind- 


"neſs to me and the attentions I 
received 


4. uw nos. 
4 


"| (8) 
received as the chaplain of the 


day when at Wrentham.” 


| « I ſubſcribe myſelf 
* your affectionate friend and brother. 


2 | BW 

T. M. Harris. 
DorcutsTrR, 
Decent 15th 1798. 
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A MASONIC 


S ER MON. 


— — 


ROMANS XIV. 19. 


& ERF US, TUEREFORE, FOLLOW AFTER THE THINGS WHICH MAKE 


FOR PEACE, AND THINGS WHEREWITH ONE MAY EDIFY AN» 
OTHER,” 


Tur Apoſtle, perceiving that ſome 
diſſenſions had ariſen between the Jewiſh and 
Gentile converts with regard to the perpetuity 
of the hebrew ritual and the obſervance of its 
ceremonies, in this chapter aſſumes the office of 
peace- maker. He attempts to allay the unchar- 
itable ſpirit they diſcovered, and warmly recom- 
mends to the brethren the exerciſe of mutual 
forbearance, candor, charity, and love. And 

to reſtrain their cenſoriouſneſs, and ſhew them 
the impropriety of judging and condemning each 
other, he reminds them that they muſt all ſtand 


before the judgement ſeat of Chriſt, to whom 
| alone 


( 20 } 
alone men are accountable for their religious 
principles and conduct. 


7 


Tit paſſage choſen for our text is one of 
his friendly cautions. It calls them away from 
emulations and ſtrife, and ſolicits their utmoſt 
endeavours in the promotion of mutual peace 
and edification. 


Tux recommendation is proper, not only for 
thoſe to whom it was immediately addreſſed, 
but for chriſtians in all ages. And, indeed, ſo 
long as men will think and a&@ differently, 
and diſlike and diſpleaſe each other for doing 
ſo; ſo long as jarring intereſts and diſcordant 
paſſions divide and diſturb them ;—ſo long will 
it be neceſſary to recal their attention to the 
duties of love, the advantages of union, and 
the charms of peace. And ſuch is the humble 
objekt of the preſent diſcourſe. In purſuing it, 
1 ſhall attempt to explain the duty here recom-' 
mended, in general terms; and then ſhew how 
it belongs to us in our 1NDIVIDUAL, SOCIAL, 
CHRISTIANg, and MASONIC charafters. 


J. To purſue the things hich make for peace 


and mutual advantage, is, in general terms, to 
_ © endeavour 


(14) 
endeavour ſo to demean ourſelves, in the vari- 
ous ſtations and offices of life, as to promote a 
friendly underſtanding and correſpondence a- 
mong thoſe with whom we converſe ; {and to 
prevent, as much as poſlible, all miſtakes and 
jealouſies, all contentions and ſtrife. 


Suck are the imperfeQions of our nature, | 
ſuch the diverfities or prejudices of our edu- 
cation, and in ſuch different lights do we ſee 
the ſame thing, that it is not probable we 
ever ſhould concur exactly in the ſame opin- 
ions. Yet that we ſhould make allowances for 
theſe things, and exerciſe charity and candor | 
for each other is but reaſonable and juſt : . eſ- 
pecially ſince the things in which we all agree 
are vaſtly greater and of higher importance than 
thoſe in which we differ. Therefore, to cenſure 
or condemn others, becauſe they think differ- 
ently from us in ſmall or indifferent matters, is 
as unreaſonable as to be diſſatisfied with them 
becauſe they have not our features or complex- 
ion. 


But, to be more particular, 


II. In order to promote the amicable and 
pacific diſpoſition and condutt our text recoſſe- 


mends, we ought, as IN Divipvars, to make it 
; our 
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our habitual endeavour to cultivate and cheriſtr 
all thoſe mild and friendly diſpofitions which 
bring ſerenity into our own bofoms and diffuſe 
it to all around us; and to ſuppreſs and reſtrict 
all thoſe inclinations and paſſions which inflame 
our ſenſe of mjuries, or excite a ſpirit of re- 
ſentment, unkindneſs, or animofity, Every luſt, 
paſſion, and inordinate affeRion, tends to cre- 
ate diſcord and ſow diſſenſion. From pride 
cometh contention ; from ambition, wars and 
fightings : and diſcontent, envy, anger, and mal- 
ice, are thoſe roots of bitterneſs which ſpring 
up and are fruitful in all the diſorders of -u 
vate, _—_— and public life, 


© Wnrozvex is not at peace with his own. ſelf, 
vill never be at peace with bis ecu creatures, 


Ir the heart be full of rancour, the condutt 
will be full of malignity. 


Bur he who is kindly affectioned, who hath 
the rule over his own ſpirit, will be under no 
temptation to diſturb the peace of his neigh- 
bour. His carriage will be always inoffenſiye, 
his manners gentle, and his conduct obliging. 


4 thus will he conciliate univerſal any 
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and love, aid the cauſe of general harmony and. 
peace, and cdify all around him by his good 
diſpoſition, example, and condutt, 


, II. In our soctAL Character aus Relations 
we ought, alſo, to purſue the plans of peace and 
mutual edification. 


Mu are born for ſociety, and deſigned as 
helps and comforts to each other.  Strifes and 
debates, reſentment and wrath, are diſcordant 
with this original deſtination and intent. They 
unſocialize man. They are ee, of all 
union and harmony. 


Tus very nature and ſituation, the intereſts 
and happineſs of mankind, ſhew the importance 
_ and neceſſity of purſuing the things which make 


— as peace, and things wherewith one may edi- 
fy another, 


Tux duty itſelf implies mutual love and 
charity. He who obſerves it will be kind and 
| condeſcending, His heart will glow with be- 
nevolence. His arms will be extended to the 
large embrace of philanthropy, or the liberal 
beſtowment of generoſity, In his intercourſe 
vith his fellow men he will ſhew the moſt oblig- 


(14) 
ing attention to their concerns, and the moſt ae? 
tive readineſs to promote their welfare. He 
will not needleſsly give nor take offence. HE 
will uſe great compliance in all matters of in- 
difference, and rather ſuffer inconvenience than 
excite uneaſineſs. He is not eaſily provoked, 
but ſuffereth long and is kind. He expeQs 
to meet with little affronts, and to have to deal 
ſometimes with diſobliging tempers. But he is 
not apt quickly and upon every Night occa- 
ſion to conceive a diſpleaſure, or to take fire at 
every provocation or neglect. He will pacify 
the reſentful by a ſoft anſwer, or diſarm them 

by an obliging courteſy. In ſhort, he is de- 
' Grous and ready upon all occaſions to make up 
differences, to rectify miſunderſtandings, to ſof- 
ten prejudices, and to reſtore harmony and good- 
will between any perſons and in any caſes which 
fall within the compaſs of his knowledge. 


| Sven is the character of him who endeav- 
ours as much as lieth in him to live peaceably 
with all men, and to promote their peace and 
welfare, 


As members of Civil Society it becomes us, 
likewiſe, to lead quiet and peaceable lives ; to 


promote the public * and proſperity ; 
| N to 
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fo pay a due regard to the laws of our Country; 
to ſhew a high reſpett to our Rulers, and a gen- 
erous confidence in their wiſe adminiſtration ; 
to avoid a faftious and party ſpirit ;“ and, by 
proving ourſelves at all times the friends of or- 
der and of peace, to build up and ſuſtain our 
National ſecurity, liberty, and independence, 


IV. CuxsT1ANs, more eſpecially, ſhould follow 
after the things which make for peace and tend 
to mutual edification, They owe this to the com- 
mon cauſe of the Goſpel. —They. are by their 
profeſſion all © members of one body,” called 
$ in one hope,” ſeryants of © one Lord,” diſci- 
ples of the ſame- heavenly teacher, inſtru dted 
in * one faith,” introduced in “ one baptiſm,” and 
conſecrated to the & one God and father of all;” 
partakers· of the ſame promiſes, and fellow heirs 
to the ſame glorious inheritance, What bonds 
of union are theſe! What conſiderations can 
prevail to divide thoſe thus conneded together 
by the moſt ſacred ties! Shall they not al- 
ways love with “ one heart and one ſoul,” and 


&« keep the unity of faith in the bonds of peace!“ 
Convinced 


*« Donarein imicitias Reipublicz”—to facrifce all private 
enimoſities and diſcord; to the public good—was the advice of 
the antient Romans for the ſecurity of their civil ſtate. 


| (16 ) 
Convinced of the propriety of ſuch a temper 


and conduct of love and charity, let us, my fel- 


low chriſtians, make it the fixed purpoſe of our 
hearts to avoid all ſtrifes and contentions ; to 
ſacrifice all little party diſtinctions for mutual 
edification, for advancing the common inter- 
eſt; to © cultivate and cheriſh the kind affec- 
tions; and to do all in our power to promote 
and preſerve concord and unanimity, harmony 


and peace, that we may „ excel to the edifying 


of the church,” and in the “ love of the bre- 
thren,”—And be it remembred, that, while we 
follow after the things which make for peace, 
we adorn the holy religion we profeſs, as well 


as evidence to the world that we belong to that 


Jeſus who is © the Prince of Peace,” and who 
has ſaid that all men may know his diſciples by 


the love they bear to one another. So that 


LOVE is che badge and mark of the true chriſtian: 
PEACE is his diſpofton, and '£DIFICATION his de. 


ACKNOWLEDGED and accepted in this charac- 
ter as the © children of Govy,” may we all here- 
after ſhare * the fruits of righteouſneſs which 
are ſown in peace for them that make peace,” 
in a world where goodnefs flouriſhes in bliſs 
eternal! | 


v. Laſtly. 


0 
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V. Eb As masons let us never neg- 
led to purſue the things which make for peace 
and mutual edificatien. The very genius Th 
deſign of our Inſtitution affign us this duty: 
credit and proſperity demand it of us. Rel. 
lect for one moment, my brethren, the peculiar 
ſpirit, the appropriate object of our aſſociation. 
Is it not to form us to the habits and the moſt lib- 
eral exerciſe of charity and candor, forbearance 
and placability, humanity and peace? Are we 
not inſtryRed to wear the ornament of a meek 
and quiet ſpirit,” and to retain „the law of 
kindneſs in our mouth ?? Are we not inſtruc- 
ed not only to “ dwell together in unity,” but to 
follow peace with all men:“ not only to © bear 
one another's burdens,” but to “ fulfil the whole 
law 'of love :” not only to make the kindeſt al- 
lowance for a brother's infirmities, but to con- 
deſcend to the peculiarities of other men, ex- 
cuſe their imperfeQions, and apologize for their 
failings? Yes! We are taught to ſuppreſs pri- 
vate prejudices and party ſpirit ; to forget an- 
imoſities and to liſten to the voice of reconcili- 
ation; to ſoften into gentleneſs and complai- 
ſance, ſympathy and love ; and to prepare for 
all the duties of univerfal benevolence. And 
muſt not the cultivation of ſuch diſpoſitions 


and habits have the moſt happy influence on. 
general 


1-48) 
general: ſociety ,? Muſt not men FE inſtruQ. | 
ed be the friends of ſocial tranquility and pub- 
lic happineſs ? Certainly /! And FREE MA- 


soxs have lune proved ſo. For ages they | 
have maintained this charaQer and merited thi 


praiſe. And we may be aſſured that all ſuſpi- 
cions or declarations to the . contrary, are un- 
founded, undeſerved, and unjuſt, Be it your 
care, my beloved brethren, to ſhew that they 
are ſo by a conduct that will reflect honor up- 
on the order. Shun whatever would fix a ſtigma 
on its character, or raiſe a doubt of its worth. 
6 ge in wiſdom towards them that are with- 

Do not needleſsly excite their jealouſies, nor 
willingly provoke their diſpleaſure. Convince 
the world, by an amiable deportment, a wiſe de- 
meanour, and a good example, that while Maſonry 
diſcourages all imprudence and forbids all vice, 
it aſſiſts the progreſs and the perfection of hy- 


man virtue and happineſs, 


Tus Officers and Brethren of the Lodge this 
day conſecrated will be pleaſed to accept my 
: affe dlignate ſalutations. 

I concr ATULATE you on the auſpicious oc- 


25 rafion ! May all & and — ever 2 
5 you 


In 
> 
* 
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you! May the debt edifice you are eret - 
ing, be the ſanktuary of piety, the aſylum of vir- 
tue, the delightful abode of love and of peace “ 
And may you improve the inſtructive lefures of 

the craft to the beſt purpoſes of wiſdom and 

goodneſs, till, having paſſed the trials of this pro- 

bationary ſtate, you ſhall be raiſed to the tem- 

ple not made with hands, eternal in the heavens, 

where all is order, harmony, love, peace, and 

joy, forever | 


ce 3 brethren, farewell. Be perfect, 
be of good comfort, be of one mind, live in 
peace; and the Gop of love and peace be with 
you |"— Amen, . 
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